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SMC, especially in cases in which issues of principle in respect of free speech arise, or if it is proposed that 
access to an Event be significantly modified or curtailed or that it be postponed or cancelled. Any stipulation 
requiring one or more speakers not to participate in an Event which otherwise goes ahead requires the 
explicit approval of the Director or another member of SMC. The Director or the other member of SMC 
concerned will retain the right to take the final decision in respect of the operation of this Code.

	 5.4	� Venue controllers other than Room Bookings have discretion in respect of venues they control not to 
require a Principal Organiser from the School community, should that be inappropriate. However, all 
venue controllers shall similarly be responsible, as far as is reasonably practicable, for ensuring that the 
organisation of the Event and the conduct of those attending it, whether from the LSE community or 
outside, are lawful and conform to the provisions of this Code and to all relevant School guidance, including 
in respect of any conditions the School may require to be met. This includes ensuring that the Chair is 
properly briefed. If advice on free speech matters is needed, venue controllers should contact the Director 
of Communications and Public Affairs, who will if necessary escalate the issue as set out in the previous 
paragraph.

6.	� Conduct expected at and in respect of Events and Event Chairing
	 6.1	� Everyone who organises, speaks at or attends an Event at LSE is required to observe good order. Good 

order includes, but is not limited to, refraining from the following:
		  • �preventing participants from accessing or leaving Events safely;
		  • �preventing speakers from being heard clearly;
		  • �chanting or using foul or abusive language, including racial abuse;
		  • �refusing reasonable requests from an Event Chair, Event steward or other LSE staff involved in managing 

an Event;
		  • �displaying flags, banners, placards or similar items in an Event;
		  • �throwing any item;
		  • �acting in any other way which is threatening or abusive, or which denies to others their right to legal free 

speech.
		  Nobody who has exercised their right to legal free speech should suffer censure as a result.
	 6.2	� It is the responsibility of the Event Chair to ensure that anyone who wishes to challenge or criticise the 

views of the speaker(s) in an orderly fashion is allowed to do so.
	 6.3	� Events that are open to others than current LSE staff or students should always be chaired by a suitable and 

experienced figure who is fully familiar with the School, meaning in principle an established (not visiting) 
or emeritus member of the LSE academic staff or a member of Council; this may be requested even for a 
limited access event if appropriate.

	 6.4	� The primary duty of the Event Chair at all School events is to uphold freedom of speech within the law. This 
means that the Event Chair must adhere at all times to the School’s Code of Practice on Free Speech. The 
Event Chair also has important responsibilities in maintaining good order at events, and must follow the 
relevant School guidelines. Chairs at LSE events should therefore always act impartially in their facilitation 
of discussion and debate.

	 6.5	� At Events where discussion is likely to be highly polarised and provoke especially strong feelings and 
responses, Event organisers should consider whether it would be best for someone to chair the event who 
has not previously made their views publicly known. In any case, at Events of this type Chairs should take 
particular care to ensure that they act impartially and that they are seen to do so. At Events of this type, 
Chairs may pose questions to the speaker(s) but should not be a speaker at the Event themselves or be 
expressing their own views on the subject matter of the Event. Chairs for events of this type must be willing 
to undertake the relevant preparation, in coordination with the support of relevant School staff, in the run up 
to the event.

	 6.6	� SMC reserves the right to reject a proposed Event Chair and require event organisers to find a different 
Event Chair, but only if the proposed Event Chair is not a suitable and experienced figure who is fully 
familiar with the School or if there is evidence to provide reasonable grounds to believe that the proposed 
Event Chair has not acted impartially when chairing previous Events or has not upheld freedom of speech 
at previous Events. Imposing a change of Chair requires the explicit approval of the Director or another 
member of SMC, and the reasons for it must be communicated in written form to the Event organiser.

7.	� Appeals and sanctions
	 7.1	� Any contravention of or departure from the provisions of this Code may render the individual(s) responsible 

liable to the appropriate sanctions or disciplinary procedures of the School.
	 7.2	� An appeal by any LSE student or staff member against a decision made under this Code by the School’s 

staff at the level of Pro Director or below may be made, within ten working days, to the Director. The 
decision of the Director shall be final.



Disclaimer
Every effort has been made to ensure that the information in the Calendar is correct and up-to-date at the time of publication 
(August 2021). Circumstances may change subsequent to publication. The online version of the Calendar, which will be 
adjusted from time to time throughout the year, is the definitive version: in the case of differences between versions, the 
online version should be considered authoritative. The School reserves the right at all times to withdraw or alter particular 
courses and syllabuses, and to alter the level of fees.






