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WORDS 
(for everyone singing the tune) 
  



Once in Royal David’s City 
C. F. Alexander, H. J. Gauntlett 
 
Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all; 
and his shelter was a stable 
and his cradle was a stall: 
with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
And through all his wondrous childhood 
he would honour and obey, 
love and watch the lowly maiden 
in whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
mild, obedient, good as he. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love, 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, 
set at God's right hand on high; 
when, like stars, his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around. 
 
  



Silent Night 
Franz Gruber 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon virgin, mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds first saw the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born! 
Christ the Saviour is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light. 
Radiance beams from thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
  



Hark! The Herald-Angels Sing 
Charles Wesley, Felix Mendelssohn 
 
Hark! the herald-angels sing, 
Glory to the newborn King: 
peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled! 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Hark! the herald-angels sing, 
Glory to the newborn King. 
 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin’s womb: 
veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th’incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald-angels sing, 
Glory to the newborn King. 
 
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald-angels sing, 
Glory to the newborn King. 
 

 
  



VOICE PARTS 
(for harmony and descant singers) 
 
Some important notes: 
 
Once In Royal David’s City 

- We’re singing the verses printed: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 (i.e. skipping Verse 
3 from the original) 

- We’re recording this a tone lower than written (F major) 
- The structure is: 

o Verse 1: UNISON MELODY 
o Verse 2, 4, 5: HARMONY  
o Verse 6: UNISON MELODY + SOPRANO DESCANT 

 
Silent Night 

- As written, HARMONY every verse 
 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

- We’re also recording this a tone lower than written (F major) 
- The structure is: 

o Verse 1, 2: HARMONY 
o Verse 3: UNISON MELODY + SOPRANO DESCANT 

  



James Batty
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