Discourses of Climate Delay

(Lamb et al., 2020)
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INTRODUCTION

@ There are no empirically validated discourses of
climate delay

& It is not clear how prominent and how effective
these delay discourses are

€ Also, it is not clear how they can be prevented
from biasing public opinion

€ So, delay discourses may be hindering climate
policy acceptance

& Delay arguments typically:
@ misrepresent rather than clarify
& raise adversity rather than consensus
& imply taking action is an impossible

challenge

OBJECTIVE

& To systematically identify the dominant
discourses prevalent in UK online mass news
media, using the climate delay discourses
proposed by Lamb et al., (2020)

DISCOURSES

EXAMPLE ‘WHATABOUTISM’

# “the UK has a miniscule 1.13% of global
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METHOD

& Qualitative media discourse analysis using LexisNexis
database
€ Search parameters:
& Timeline: 24 February 2022 to 30 May 2023
& Publication Location: Europe
@ Country: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
reland
€ Publication Language: English
£ Publication Type: Newspapers
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fact-based and did not allow for a deeper thematic analysis.

Many letters were based on the writer’s concerns around the costs of achieving

2 @& “large emitters of CO2 such as China carbon net zero, followed by trivialising the UK’s emissions compared to other
g and India have policies to rule out countries, particularly China, India, Russia and Saudi Arabia, and highlighting
E decarbonisation so helping their that these countries are unwilling to make a difference, so ‘why should we’.
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