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Despite a clear focus on immigration and immigration detainment in the UK,
there continues to be little research on protection from harm within immigration
detainment centres (also known as immigration removal centres or IRCs).
Surprisingly, even more excluded from this area are investigations of protection K E Y F | N D | N G S & C O N C |_ U S | O N S
for disabled asylum seekers within IRCs. This is despite clear evidence that there
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inherently, likely o be an expected site of potential physical and mental health-

related impairments {Powell & Blake, 2023) and that disabled asylum seekers + Potential protection and safeguarding processes derived from law, policy, the lia, and the judiciary
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disabled asylum seekers in IRCs. (p. 193). These elements have included the culture of disbelief, disableist attitudes, perceptions of criminality and

METHODOLOGY illegality, exclusionary and generalised language, priority of state security over human rights, and the exercise of
biopower.

This research invalved:
+ No official data is collected on disabled asylum seekers in IRCS by the Home Office. Without proof that
* Mainly secondary data analysis of qualitative primary and secondary sources someone exists, there is little justification or means to protect them.
« Snowballing citation techniques, and search processes using key ferms fargeting journals,
search engines and media sites were also used during secondary data analysis
« Primary data analysis - FOI request to the Home Office
+ Organised into three key areas: Law, Policy & Media (with the judiciary)

+ The media has a complicated role (a representative for activism AND oppression), but interestingly has the
most potential as an advocate for protection considering the current legal and policy context.

Research Questions:
» How are disabled asylum seekers in Immigration Removal Centres (IRCs) in the UK
protected?
= To what extent is protection for disabled asylum seekers in IRCs upheld in the UK?
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(including the judiciary) in supporting or hindering the protection of disabled asylum * More primary qualitative research is needed 1o highlight safeguarding issues and P
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