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Encouraging Active Learning in Classes, LSE Department of Economics

Weekly Class Teacher Meetings – Why Are They Important?   
Prof Steve Pischke, EC220/221 Course Leader, LSE Dept of Economics: 

I teach a large course with about 400 students and 10 or 12 class teachers, so I meet the class teachers every week.  And I find it important to get together with them to make sure that they’re really all on the same page.  The main goal I have for the meeting is to give them something that I call the key concepts and learning goals for the problem set that we’re discussing during that week.  And that gives them a template and shows them what are the really important points I want to get across with that problem set.  And those are obviously the things that I want the class teachers to stress in that particular class.  I then use it also to go a little bit through points that have come up from the class teachers themselves in previous years and that I’ve collected difficulties that the students have had on particular parts and maybe issues that should be addressed in classes.  And then we use it for the class teachers to bring their own ideas and the things that have come up from their perspective that’s usually more going back to the previous week obviously as they can’t talk yet about what’s coming up in future classes.  And then as we go along depending on how much time we need for discussing the specifics of the classes for that particular week, we also use the meetings to just have a little bit of a discussion about pedagogy, what to do in classes, how to do things better.  And I find it really helpful to get the teachers engaged in that because they’re usually very good and they have great ideas that they can share with each other, and this way sort of develop their own teaching and pick up some new ideas that they might be able to use in their classes. I think it’s a valuable use of my time, because the class teaching is a big part of the course – that’s really the main contact time the students have with the course, so I should make sure to really get the best out of that.  And I think it’s a worthwhile investment for me since I have to work through the class teachers to make sure I have them on board, to have them be enthusiastic about what we’re doing, and you know to really have them know what I want them to do.  
(End of recording) 
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