Street Life—within and without the Building

The site is located at the knuckle-point con-
vergence of the network of narrow streets
that characterize the LSE city centre campus.
The public space at the threshold of the Stu-
dent Union on axis with St Clement's Lane,
creates a place of exchange; a spatial bowtie
that intertwines circulation routes, splices vi-
sual connections between internal and exter-
nal movement, and pulls pedestrian street life
into and up the building. We have developed a
site specific sculptural concept for the archi-
tectural design. The folded, chamfered, canted
and faceted facade operates with respect to
the Rights of Light Envelope and is tailored
in response to specific lines of sight along
approaching vistas and from street corner
perspectives. The surface of the brick skin is
cut out along fold lines to form large areas of
transparent glazing framing views in and out
from street to room. Like a Japanese puzzle,

Sketch: View from Sheffield Street
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Concept sketch: site plan

our design is carefully assembled to make one
coherent volume from a complex set of inter-
dependent component parts. Our analysis of
the context has uniquely influenced the first
principles of the design approach.

Embodiment—Life in the Lively Form

The building is designed to embody the dy-
namic character of a contemporary Student
Union. The complex geometries of the site
provided a starting point for an unconven-
tional arrangement of irregular floor plates,
each one particular to its function and each
working into the next by an intricate system
of trapezoidal spatial configuration. Space
flows freely in horizontal plan and verti-
cal section, with stairs gently twisting and
slowly turning to create a variety of diagonal
break-out spaces at landings and crossings
throughout the building.

Brick Basket—New into Old

London is a city of bricks. The existing build-
ings on and adjacent to the site are built in
bricks of varied and lively hue. Our design
relates to the resilient characteristic of the
city's architecture with familiar materials
made strange. The exterior walls are clad with
bricks, used in a new way, with each brick
offset from the next in an open work pattern,
wrapping the walls in a permeable blanket
that will create dappled daylight in particular
spaces and, at night, when all the lights are

on inside, the building will be seen from the
streets like a glowing lattice lantern.

Lived in Warehouse—

Material, Color and Atmosphere

Our design refers to the robust adaptability-
in-use of a lived-in warehouse. Open work
steel trusses or ribbed concrete slabs will
cross the big spaces with solid wooden floors
underfoot. Lightweight partitions made of
clear and colored glass and timber have slid-
ing screens for flexibility in use. Circular steel
columns prop office floors between the large
span volumes and punctuate the open floor
plan of the cafe. Stairs are made of terrazzo
and plate steel. Concrete ceilings contribute

Sketch: View from St Clement's Lane

thermal mass with acoustic clouds suspended
to soften the sound. Every landing has a bench
or built-in couch. There are no closed-in cor-
ridors. Every hallway has daylight and views in
at least one direction. Every office workspace
has views to the outside world. The basement
floor area is lit from clerestory windows and
roof lights to allow for daytime use. This build-
ing does not feel like a hotel, an office, or an
academic institution. It is fresh and airy, heavy
and light, open and clear, sculptural and social.

Perforate Brick Screen

The faceted facade of the building is com-
posed of both solid and perforated brick areas
and glazed screens. The perforated planes are
constructed from a single leaf of brickwork
with spaces in the flemish bond pattern to
allow light to both infiltrate the interior spaces
and filtrate out at night to create a pattern ef-
fect. The openwork brickwork is constructed in
front of glazed screens that seal the building
and incorporate opening sections to naturally
ventilate the building. The extent of perfora-
tion has been developed to maximize daylight
into the building. The perforated masonry is
supported by a series of posts which connect
back to the primary concrete frame. Solid
brickwork in a flemish bond pattern blends
into the perforated areas where openings/day-
light is required.

Diagram: vertical circulation / visual connections
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West elevation P

View from south
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RECEPTION / ENTRANCE FOYER
RECEPTION / SECURITY

LOBBY

VENUE ENTRANCE

PUB

SERVERY

SERVICE YARD

BIN STORE

ACTIVITY CENTRE

MEETING SPACE

CAFE

CIRCULATION

MEDIA CENTRE

INTER FAITH PRAYER

MALE ISLAMIC PRAYER ROOM
FEMALE ISLAMIC PRAYER ROOM

First basement
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PRIVATE PRAYER ROOM
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ADVICE + WAITING SPACE
SU OFFICE

GYM

CAREER CENTERS
CAREER SERVICES

ROOF GARDEN
EXERCISES STUDIO
JUICE BAR

STUDENT UNION

EVENTS SPACE

EVENTS MEZZANINE
KITCHEN Second basement

Sixth floor

N

Second floor

H}St floor Féurth floor
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Staircase on fourth floor

Second floor 3B
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AN Prayer room on second floor 3 B&¥T#5E
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Diagram: complex set of parts
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Second floor 3B
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Roof garden B _FER

Staircase between third ndfurth floor
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Lobby on second basement #F 2 DO E—
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Architects: 0'Donnell + Tuomey Architects—
John Tuomey, Sheila O'Donnell, directors; Willie
Carey, associate; Geoff Brouder, project archi-
tect;

Laura Harty, Kirstie Smeaton, Gary Watkin,
Anne-Louise Duignan, Ciara Reddy,

Jitka Leonard, Iseult O'Cleary,

Henrik Wolterstorff, Mark Grehan,

Monika Hinz, project team

Client: London School of Economics and Political
Science, Estates Division

Consultants: Dewhurst Macfarlane,
Horganlynch Consulting Engineers (partners),
structural; BDSP, services and environmental;
Arup, security, fire, acoustics, transport & lo-
gistics, venue; Tricon Foodservice Consultants,
catering; David Bonnett Associates, access; Gif-
ford, archaeology;

Buro Happold, MEP; URS Corporation,

civil engineering; Northeroft, quantity surveyor;
Turley Associates, planning;

Anstey Horne, party wall; Carillion, building con-
trol; Gardiner & Theobald, CDM coordinator
General contractor:

Geoffrey Osborne Limited

Project manager: Turner & Townsend

Total floor area: 6,101 m?

Events space on second basement R 2 B R K« AR—2

XA Mezzanine of events space A R> k « AR—IDOH 2 B

17



