
Preparation 
• Choose which questions and activities from your seminar plan are possible as written activities with limited 

interaction 

• Create in Moodle one main discussion forum, and a main thread to guide the seminar.  

• Create three Moodle chat spaces (select ‘Add an Activity’ on Moodle, and ‘Chat’) for the planned group 
discussion. Name them (chat 1, chat 2, chat 3). 

• Write any substantial pieces of texts for the seminar: a welcome message, the instructions for activities, 

Start of seminar and first activity 
At the start of the seminar, post a welcome mes-
sage and the initial activity—here, two questions 
to be answered by different groups of students.  
Specify what you want from students and give a 
deadline. 
 

Close of first activity 
Students will have posted.  
Post thanking students, and telling them to look 
over the other  student contributions. 
Use the time to look over student posts and 
identify some useful points or misconceptions. 

Comments on first activity 
Comment on student posts, summarising or 
elaborating as you might in a face-to-face semi-
nar. You can cut and paste some useful points 
from student posts. 
 
You could also include here some  pre-prepared 
comments on the readings/lecture.  

[Students post answers here] 

Example of a one hour seminar on a  

Moodle discussion forum  

Introductory post 
Post here more than a day in advance, con-
firming students are supposed to be here, 
giving seminar times, asking students not to 
post straight away! 



Start of second activity 
Post pre-prepared instructions for group activity 
Tell students what you need them to do, to pro-
duce, and set a wordcount and deadline. 

Close of second activity 
All groups should have posted.  
Post thanking students, and telling them to look 
over the other  student contributions. 
Use the time to look over student posts and to 

Close of seminar 
Offer some summarising comments on the 
student contributions. 
Thank students for participating and remind 
them of the following week’s seminar. 
 
Again, you could share some pre-written con-
cluding points on the week’s topics, or on the 
assessment.  

[Student groups post their plans 

Email E.Saxey@lse.ac.uk with queries  


