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George Gaskell is a British Professor Emeritus in Social Psychology and Research 

Methodology at the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) and was a member 

of the Department of Social Psychology (now the Department of Psychological and Behavioural 

Science) from 1973- 2016. With the statistician Colm O’Muircheartaigh, he established the 

Institute of Methodology (now Department of Methodology). In parallel to lecturing in the 

Department and Institute, he was vice-chair of the School’s Appointments Committee and 

appointed Pro-director for Resources and Planning for seven years. He introduced LSE’s 

flagship interdisciplinary course for first year students. Taught by senior academics it welcomes 

students into the LSE tradition of ‘Thinking like a Social Scientist’, integrating ideas, concepts, 

and evidence from across a range of disciplinary perspectives to tackle major global issues—

such as climate change, financial crises, and inequality—by merging tools from economics, 

political science, sociology, and philosophy rather than relying on a single lens. 

Outside the LSE he has been a member of committees serving the European Food Standards 

Authority, the UK Food Standards Agency, the Royal Society, the European Commission’s 

Science and Society Committee, and the Economic and Social Research Council’s Evaluation 

Committee.  

George Gaskell’s research interests fall under the rubric of societal psychology, an approach 

developed with the late Professor Hilde Himmelweit, which argues that a neglected focus in 

social psychology is the study of social phenomena and cultural forces that both shape, and in 

turn are shaped by, people's outlooks and actions.  

George Gaskell worked with Professor Martin Bauer developing the innovative ’toblerone model’ 

of social representations, and editing ‘Qualitative Researching with Text, Image and Sound: A 

Practical Handbook’ (2000), which provides a comprehensive and accessible introduction to a 

broad range of research methods with the objective of clarifying procedures, good practice and 

public accountability – now translated into Portuguese, Hebrew and Chinese. 

He was Scientific Director in Studies for the European Commission’s Behavioural Science 

Framework on the following topics: Consumer protection in investment and pensions; 

Transparency in online platforms; Environmental footprints; Marketing to children through social 

media; Online gambling and adequate measures for the protection of consumers of gambling 

services; Tobacco labelling and packaging; and CO2 Car Labelling options and consumer 

information. 

His current research, drawing on social representations theory, focuses on science, technology 

and society, in particular the issues of risk and trust; how values influence people’s opinions 

about technological innovation, and the governance of science and technology. He led the series 

of Eurobarometer surveys on ‘Biotechnology and the Life Sciences’ for DG Research, and was 

the coordinator and principal investigator for the European funded projects ‘Life Sciences in 

European Society’ (LSES); ‘Neuro-enhancement: Responsible Research and Innovation 

(NERRI), and ‘Sensitive Technologies and European Public Ethics (STEPE).  

He is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences and was awarded the Gago Medal in 2018 for 

contributions to European Science Policy 
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Blog highlights 

ChatGPT doesn’t think like a human, so why does it speak like one? (LSE Impact, September 2025) 

Using AI for social benefit – WeNet and community focused social media (LSE Impact, November 

2023) 

Who should take responsibility for integrity in research? (LSE Impact, February 2023) 

Is vaping a low-risk substitute for cigarettes or an emerging epidemic? (LSE British Politics, November 

2023) 
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and Stoneman, P. (2017). Religion and the public ethics of stem cell research. 20 Apr 2017 PLOS 

ONE  
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resettlement of people with mild learning disabilities and challenging behaviour.  Social Science and 

Medicine, 40, 7, 895-901. 
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events: Re-examining the accessibility principle. Applied cognitive psychology, 11, 35-46. 

Wright, D.B., Gaskell, G. and O’Muircheartaigh, C.A. (1997).  How response alternatives affect 

different kinds of behavioural frequency questions.  British Journal of Social Psychology, 36, 443-456. 

Wright, D.B., Gaskell, G.D. and O’Muircheartaigh, C.A. (1997). The reliability of the subjective reports 

of memories. European journal of cognitive psychology, 9, 313-323. 

O'Muircheartaigh, C, Gaskell, G and Wright, D (1996) Weighing anchors: verbal and numeric labels 

for response scales. Journal of Official Statistics. 11, 3, 295-307. 

Gaskell, G, Wright, D and O'Muircheartaigh, C. (1995).  Context effects in the measurement of 

attitudes: A comparison of the consistency and framing explanations.  British Journal of Social 

Psychology, 34, 383-393. 

O’Muircheartaigh, C and Gaskell, G (1995).  The basis of norms for vague quantifiers.  Proceedings 

on Survey Research Methodology.  American Statistical Association. 

Wright, D, Gaskell, G and O'Muircheartaigh, C (1994).  How much is `quite a bit'? Mapping between 

numerical values and vague quantifiers.  Applied Cognitive Psychology, 8, 479-496. 

Gaskell, G, O'Muircheartaigh, C and Wright, D (1994). Survey questions about the frequency of 

vaguely defined events: The effects of response alternatives.  Public Opinion Quarterly, 58, 241-254. 

Gaskell, G (1994).  Survey research and consensuality: Statistical and natural groups.  Papers on 

Social Representations. pp.29-32. 

O'Muircheartaigh, C, Gaskell, G and Wright, D (1993).  Intensifiers in behavioural frequency 

questions.  Public Opinion Quarterly, 57, 4, 552-565. 

Gaskell, G, Wright, D and O'Muircheartaigh, C (1993).  Measuring scientific interest: The effects of 

knowledge questions on interest.  Public Understanding of Science, 2, 1, 39-57. 

Gaskell, G, Wright, D and O'Muircheartaigh, C (1993).  The reliability of surveys.  The Psychologist, 

30, 11, 500-503. 

O’Muircheartaigh, C. and Gaskell, G (1993).  Evaluating numeric and verbal labels for response 

scales.  Proceedings on Survey Research Methodology.  American Statistical Association, pp.1178-

1182. 

Research Integrity 

Allum, N., Reid, A., Bidoglia, M., Gaskell, G et al (2023). Researchers on research integrity: a survey 

of European and American researchers. F1000Research. 

Horbach, S., Bouter, L, Gaskell, G. et al (2022). “Designing and implementing a research integrity 
promotion plan: Recommendations for research funders” in PLOS BIOLOGY, v. 20, n. 8 (2022), 
p. e3001773.- doi:10.1371/journal.pbio.3001773. 

Horbach, S., Bouter, L., Gaskell, G et al. (2022) Designing and implementing a research integrity 

promotion plan: Recommendations for research funders. PLOS 1 19 August 2022. 

Mejlgaard, N., Bouter, L. Gaskell,G. et al (2020).  Research integrity: nine ways to move from talk to 

walk. Nature, Vol 586: 14 October 2020. 

Behavioural science 

Bogliacino, F., Charris, R., Codagnone, C.,Folkvord, F.,Gaskell, G. et al (2023).  Less is more: 

Information overload in the labelling of fish and aquaculture products. Food Policy 116: 102453.  

https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.128733.1
https://doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.128733.1
https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.3001773
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.3001773
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.3001773


Veltri, G.A., Lupianez, F., Folkvord, F., Theben, A., and Gaskell, G. (2020). The impact of online 

platform transparency of information on consumers’ choices. Behavioural Public Policy, pp1-28: 

Cambridge University Press doi:10.1017/bpp.2020.11 

Folkvord, F., Veltri, G. A., Lupiáñez-Villanueva, F., Tornese, P., Codagnone, C., & Gaskell, G. (2019). 

The effects of ecolabels on environmentally- and health-friendly cars: An online survey and two 

experimental studies. The International Journal of Life Cycle Assessment.  

Folkvord, F., and Lupiáñez-Villanueva, F., Codagnone, C., Bogliacino, F., Veltri, G. and Gaskell, 

G. (2017) Does a ‘protective’ message reduce the impact of an advergame promoting unhealthy foods 

to children? an experimental study in Spain and The Netherlands. Appetite, 112. pp. 117-123. ISSN 

0195-6663. 

Codagnone, C., Bogliacino, F., Veltri, G., Lupianez-Villanueva, F., Gaskell, G., Ivchenko, A. and 

Ortoleva, P. and Mureddu, F. (2016). Labels as Nudges? An Experimental Study of Car Eco-Labels 

Documentos FCE-CID Escuela de Economía No. 69. 

Bogliacino, F., Gaskell, G. et al (2015).  Pathos and Ethos: Emotions and willingness to pay for 

tobacco products. PLOS ONE, 20 October 2015. 

Edited books and monographs 

Sammut, G., Andreouli, E., Gaskell, G. and Valsiner, J. (2015). (eds). Cambridge Handbook of Social 

Representations. Cambridge University Press. 

Gaskell, G et al (2010).  Europeans and Biotechnology in 2010: Winds of Change?  Brussels:  

European Commission Publications 

Gaskell, G. and Bauer, M.W. (2006).  (eds). The Genomic Society: Legal, ethical and social 
dimensions. London: Earthscan. 
 
Gaskell, G. et al (2007) Europeans and Biotechnology in 2005:  Patterns and Trends.  Brussels:  

European Commission Publications. 

Bauer, M. and Gaskell, G. (2002) (eds) Biotechnology: the making of a global controversy.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Gaskell, G. and Bauer, M. (2001) (eds) Biotechnology 1996-2000: The years of controversy.  London: 

Science Museum Press. 

Bauer, M. and Gaskell, G. (2000) (eds) Qualitative researching with text, image and sound. London: 

Sage. 

Durant, J. Bauer, M. and Gaskell, G. (1998). Biotechnology in the Public Sphere: a European Source 

Book. London: Science Museum Publications. 

Wright, D.B. And Gaskell, G. (1998) (eds) Surveying memory processes. Hove, Psychology Press 

Himmelweit, H. and Gaskell, G.  (1990) (eds), Societal Psychology.  Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 

Fraser, C. and Gaskell, G. (1990) (eds), The Social Psychological Study of Widespread Beliefs.  

Oxford University Press. 

Gaskell, G and Benewick, R (1987) The Crowd in Contemporary Britain.  London: Sage. 

Gaskell, G and Joerges, B (1987) Public Policies and Private Actions.  Aldershot: Avebury WZB 

Publications. 

Monnier, E, Gaskell, G.  Ester, P.  Joerges, B., LaPillone, B., Midden,. C and  Puiseux,. L. (eds) 

(1986).  Consumer Behavior and Energy Policy.  New York: Praeger.  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11367-019-01644-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11367-019-01644-4
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/69206/
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/69206/


Book chapters 

Gaskell, G., Wagner,W., Paraschou, E., Lyu,S., and Micali,M. (2026) “Real World Knowledge, Social 

Representations and Artificial Intelligence”. in Negura L. Beyond Algorithms: Social Representations 

and the Public Understanding of A.I. Taylor & Francis publications. 

Michali,M., Kallergi,A., Paraschou,E., Landeweerd, L., Frederichs,S., Vakari,A. and Gaskell, G. 

(2026). “Conditions for Trust in Science, Technology and Innovation”. In Lordanou, Ravn,T and 

Zwart,H. (eds) Trust in Science. 

Gaskell, G., Wagner, W., Parachou.E, Lyu,S and Michali, M (2026) “Real World Knowledge, social 

representations and artificial intelligence”. In Beyond Algorithms, Social Representations and the 

Public. Eds Negura, L. Taylor and Francis Publishers 

Lopes, C.A. and Gaskell, G (2015). “Social Representations and Societal Psychology”. Ch.2 in G. 

Sammut, E. Andreouli and G.Gaskell (eds). Handbook of Social Representations.  Oxford: OUP. 

Cristiano Codagnone, Francesco Bogliacino, Giuseppe A. Veltri, Francisco Lupiáñez-Villanueva and 

George Gaskell (2014). “Nudging in the World of International Policymaking: PART 3 – Applied 

Perspectives, Psychology and Behavioral Economics in Practice”.  In A. Samson (Ed.), The 

Behavioral Economics Guide 2014 (pp. 51-58).  

Gaskell, G. (2012).  “Trust in Science and Technology.”  In M.D. Weitze et al (eds).  Biotechnologie-

Kommunikation: Acatech Diskussion. Berlin: Springer Verlag, pp 349-366.  

Gaskell, G., Stares, S. and Kronberger, N. (2011). “The public’s view of science.” In D.Bennett and 

R.C. Jennings (eds). Successful Science Communication.  Cambridge:CUP pp 60-75. 

Gaskell, G. (2008).  “Lessons from the bio-decade: a social scientific perspective.”  In K. David and 

P.B. Thompson, (eds.)  What can nanotechnology learn from biotechnology. Academic Press, Food 

Science and Technology Series, pp 237-259. 

Gaskell, G. (2007).  “Ciencia Y tecnologia en la sociedas Europea.” ch. V1 pp 115-134. in M.J. Saez 

Brezmes (ed).  La Cultura Cientifica end la Escula.  Valladolid: University Press 

Gaskell, G. and Bauer, M.W. (2006). “The genomic society and its public.” In G.Gaskell and M.W. 

Bauer (Eds). The Genomic Society: Legal, ethical and social dimensions. London: Earthscan. 

Gaskell, G et al (2006) “Transatlantic tensions over GM crops and foods: Diverging perspectives.” In 

G.Gaskell and M.W. Bauer  (Eds). The Genomic Society: Legal, ethical and social dimensions. 

London: Earthscan. 

Jackson, J.P., Allum, N. and Gaskell, G. (2005). “Risk perceptions in cyberspace.” In R.Mansell and B. 

Collins (eds). Trust and crime in information societies.  Cheltenham: Edward Elgar.  Chapter 10 

pp245-281. 

Gaskell, G and Jackson, J.P. (2005). “A comparative analysis of public opinion: Canada, USA and the 

European Union.” In E.Einsiedel (ed) First Impressions: understanding public views on emerging 

technologies. Genome Prairie: University of Calgary 

Gaskell, G. (2004). “Society in science and technology.” In Genomic for our World: Genomics 

Momentum 2004. The Hague: Netherlands Genomics Initiative. 

Gaskell, G., Thompson, P and Allum, N. (2002) “Worlds apart? Public opinion in Europe and North 

America.” In M.W.Bauer and G. Gaskell (eds). Biotechnology: the making of a global controversy.  

Cambridge: CUP 



Bauer, M.W. and Gaskell, G. (2002). “The biotechnology movement.” In M.W.Bauer and G. Gaskell 

(eds). Biotechnology: the making of a global controversy. Cambridge: CUP 

Bauer, M.W.and Gaskell, G.  (2002). “Researching the public sphere of biotechnology.”  In M.W.Bauer 

and G. Gaskell (eds). Biotechnology: the making of a global controversy.  Cambridge: CUP 

Gaskell, G. and Bauer, M. (2001) “Biotechnology in the years of controversy; A social scientific 

perspective.” pp 3-11 in G.Gaskell and M. Bauer. (eds) Biotechnology 1996-2000: The years of 

controversy. London: Science Museum Press. 

Gaskell, G. et al. (2001) “In the public eye: representations of biotechnology in Europe.” pp. 53-79 in 

G.Gaskell and M. Bauer. (eds) Biotechnology 1996-2000: The years of controversy. London: Science 

Museum Press. 

Gaskell, G et al. (2001) “Troubled waters: the transatlantic divide on biotechnology policy.” Pp 96-115 

in G.Gaskell and M. Bauer. (eds) Biotechnology 1996-2000: The years of controversy. London: 

Science Museum Press. 

Gaskell, G et al. (2001). “Biotechnology, technoscience and the public sphere.” Pp116-127. in 

G.Gaskell and M. Bauer. (eds) Biotechnology 1996-2000: The years of controversy. London: Science 

Museum Press. 

Gaskell. G. et al. (2001). “United Kingdom: spilling the beans on the genes.” Pp. 292-306 in G.Gaskell 

and M. Bauer. (eds) Biotechnology 1996-2000: The years of controversy.  London: Science Museum 

Press. 

Wagner, W., Kronberger, N., Gaskell, G. et al (2001). “Nature in disorder: the troubled public of 

biotechnology.” Pp 80-95. in G.Gaskell and M. Bauer. (eds) Biotechnology 1996-2000: The years of 

controversy.  London: Science Museum Press. 

Gaskell, G. (2001). “Attitudes and social representations”, pp 228-241, In K. Deaux and G. Philogene 

(eds) Representations of the Social. New York: Blackwell. 

Durant, J., Bauer, M., Gaskell, G., Midden, C., Liakopoulos, M., and Sholten, L. (2000) “Industrial and 

post-industrial public understanding of science”, in: Dierkes M and C von Grote (eds) Between 

understanding and trust: the public, science and technology, Reading, Harwood, Academics 

Publisher.  

Gaskell, G. and Bauer, M. (2000) “Towards public accountability: Beyond sampling, reliability and 

validity”, pp336-350, In Bauer M & G Gaskell (eds) Qualitative researching with text, image and 

sound. London: Sage. 

Bauer, M., Gaskell, G. and Allum, N. (2000) “Quantity, quality and knowledge interests: Avoiding 

confusions”, pp3-18, in Bauer M & G Gaskell (eds) Qualitative researching with text, image and 

sound. London: Sage. 

Gaskell, G. (2000) “Individual and group interviewing”, pp 38-56, in Bauer M and G Gaskell (eds) 

Qualitative researching with text, image and sound. London: Sage. 

Gaskell, G., Bauer, M., and Durant, J. (1998) “The representations of biotechnology: policy, media and 

public perceptions.”  In  M.Bauer, J.Durant and G.Gaskell, (eds) Biotechnology in the public sphere: a 

European source book. Science Museum Publications. 

Bauer, M,. Durant,J,. Gaskell,G., Bridgman,E, and Liakopoulos,M. (1998) “United Kingdom: national 

profile.”  In  M.Bauer, J.Durant and G.Gaskell, (eds) Biotechnology in the public sphere: a European 

source book.  Science Museum Publications. 



Gaskell,G., Bauer,M. and Durant,J. (1998) “Public perceptions of biotechnology. Eurobarometer 46.1.”  

In  M.Bauer, J.Durant and G.Gaskell, (eds) Biotechnology in the public sphere: a European source 

book.  Science Museum Publications. 

Bauer.M., Durant,J. and Gaskell,G. (1998) “Biotechnology in the public sphere: a comparative review.” 

In  M.Bauer, J.Durant and G.Gaskell, (eds) Biotechnology in the public sphere: a European source 

book.  Science Museum Publications. 

Bauer M. and Gaskell, G. (1998) “Ein Paradigmavorschlag zur Erfoschung sozialer 
Repraesentationen”, in: Witte E (ed) 13. Hamburger Symposium zur Methodologie der 
Sozialpsychologie, Hamburg. 
 
Gaskell, G. (1997) “Survey research on public attitudes to public to science and technology” in S. 

Sjoberg and E. Kallerud (eds) Science, technology and citizenship.  Oslo. NIFU. 

Gaskell, G and Wright, D. (1997) “Group differences for memory of a political event.”  In J.W. 

Pennebaker, D. Paez and D. Rime (eds) Collective memory of political events: Social psychological 

perspectives. New York: LEA.  

Livingstone, S and Gaskell, G. (1995). “Children and young people’s involvement with old and new 

media: The ‘new Himmelweit project’.”  In Guglielmelli, F (ed) Reinventing Television, Volume I. Paris: 

Association Television et culture. 

Dockrell, J,  Gaskell, G,  Rehman, H. and Normand, C. (1993). “Service provision for people with mild 

learning difficulty and challenging behaviour: The MIETS evaluation.” In C Kiernan (ed), Research to 

Practice.  Bild, Avon, England. 

Wright, D B and Gaskell, G. (1992).  “The construction and function of vivid memories.” In M Conway 

et al (eds), Theoretical Perspectives on Autobiographical Memory. Kluwer. 

Dockrell, J, Gaskell, G and Rehman, H. (1991). “Challenging behaviours: Problems, provisions and 

solutions.”  In A Dosen, A van Gennep and G Zwanikken (eds), Treatment of Mental Illness and 

Behavioural Disorder in the Mentally Retarded.  Leiden: Logon. 

Gaskell, G (1990).  “Collective behaviour in a societal context.”  In H. Himmelweit & G. Gaskell (Eds), 

Societal Psychology, pp.252-272.  Newbury Park, CA: Sage. 

Gaskell, G and Fraser, C. (1990).  “The social psychological study of widespread beliefs.”  In C. 

Fraser & G. Gaskell (Eds), The Social Psychological Study of Widespread Beliefs, Oxford University 

Press. 

Smith, P and Gaskell, G. (1990).  “The social dimension in relative deprivation.”  In C. Fraser and G. 

Gaskell (Eds), The Social Psychological Study of Widespread Beliefs, pp.179-191.  Oxford University 

Press. 

Gaskell, G (1989).  “Household expenditure and energy efficiency.”  In D. Brickwell (Ed), Urban 

Environmental Improvement.  Berlin: Prognos. 

Gaskell, G (1988). “ Violence in Society.”  London: BBC Publications. 

Gaskell, G and Benewick, R. (1987).  “The crowd in context.”  In G. Gaskell & R. Benewick (Eds), The 

Crowd in Contemporary Britain, pp.l-l8.  London: Sage. 

Gaskell, G and Joerges, B. (1987).  “A social scientific and policy perspective on energy conservation 

and research.”  In G. Gaskell & B. Joerges (Eds), Public Policies and Private Actions, pp.291-313.  

Aldershot: Avebury WZB Publications. 



Gaskell, G (1987). “Local energy conservation schemes for disadvantaged customers.”  In G. Gaskell 

and B. Joerges (Eds), Public Policies and Private Actions, pp.39-71.  Aldershot: Avebury WZB 

Publications. 

Joerges, B and Gaskell, G.  (1987). “Evaluating household energy conservation: Concepts, 

approaches and hypotheses.”  In G. Gaskell & B. Joerges (Eds), Public Policies and Private Actions, 

pp.3-36.  Aldershot: Avebury WZB Publications. 

Gaskell, G and Joerges, B.  (1986). “A multinational study of local energy conservation schemes.” In 

E. Monnier et al (Eds), Consumer Behavior and Energy Policy, pp.117-134.  New York: Praeger. 

Gaskell, G and Bates, J.  (1986). “Energy saving investments: Consumers' decision making 

strategies.” In E. Monnier et al (Eds), Consumer Behavior and Energy Policy, pp.320-334.  New York: 

Praeger. 

Gaskell, G (1985). “On the rationality of energy consumers: Economic and psychological 

perspectives.” In H. Brand Statter & E. Kirchler (Eds), Proceedings of the l0th IAREP Conference, 

pp.281-290.  Linz, Trauner. 

Gaskell, G and Pike, R.  (1983). “Conceptual and methodological issues in social research on 

residential energy use.” In B. Stafford (Ed), Consumers Buildings and Energy, pp.54-65.  Birmingham: 

CURS 

Gaskell, G and  Ellis, H.  (1982). “Energy conservation: A psychological perspective on a multi-

disciplinary problem.” In P. Stringer (Ed), Confronting Social Issues: Applications of Social 

Psychology, pp.103-122.  Academic Press. 

Gaskell, G and  Hampton, J. (1982). “A note on styles in accounting.” In M. Douglas (Ed), Essays in 

the Sociology of Perception, pp.103-111.  Routledge & Kegan Paul. 

Gaskell, G (1986). “El cambio de valores economicos en Inglaterra.” In F. Alvira Martin (Ed), Crisis 

Economica y Empleo.  Madrid. 

Gaskell, G and Joerges, B. (1979). “Consumer energy conservation: Personal and contextual 

requirements.”  An Energy Policy for Consumer Organizations, Bureau des Unions des 

Consommateurs, Brussels.  Vol.3, pp.l-16. 

Gaskell, G  Ellis, P and Pike, R.  (1981). “Conservation via feedback and information. Proceedings of 

the First International Conference on Consumer Behaviour and Energy Use”, pp.251-261.  Plenum 

Press. 

Gaskell, G and  Ellis, H. (1979). “The user contribution to energy conservation.” In G. Kasabov (Ed), 

Building the Key to Energy Conservation. London: RIBA. 

Gaskell, G and  Pearton, R. (1979).  “Aggression and sport.”  In J. Goldstein (Ed), Sports, Games and 

Play, pp.263-296. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 


