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Data visualisation is a 
communication skill



The data visualisation spectrum



Elijah Meeks, Netflix — 📖

https://medium.com/visualizing-the-field/why-people-leave-their-data-viz-jobs-be1a7ab5dddc


Clinical Beautiful

Meaningful



What is effective data visualisation?



“You have to be like the worst tabloid newspaper in 
the front and the Academy of Science in the back.”

(Hans Rosling, 2014)



“Effective communication is getting messages across 
… it suggests that we get this audience to understand 
something. To ensure that they understand it, we must 
first get them to pay attention.”

(Jean-Luc Doumont, 2009)



The best data visualisation paper 
you’ll ever read

📖 Beyond Memorability: Visualization Recognition and Recall

https://vcg.seas.harvard.edu/files/pfister/files/infovis_submission251-camera.pdf












Guidelines
- Narrative titles. Make a point. Own the message
- Say it twice
- Exploit colour
- Minimum legible font size: graphic width / 20



In action

















John Burn-Murdoch | @jburnmurdoch
2 July 2021
Online

LSE Data Science Institute

Making beautiful  clinical 
meaningful graphics


